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SUBJECT: COMMENT ON SSFL DPJ\FT ENVIRONMENT/\L HviP.6.CT SI"I\TEMENT 

Daar Mr. Ellictt, 

Wa, the undersigned, submit this comment or1 the Dr an Environmental impaci 
Statem:3nt for t ile cleanup of I !ASA's por!ion of the 3c:ntz 3usana rield Laboratory 
(SSFL). 

For decades, NASA ignored ·fundC)ment~i l environment~! rt:iquirements in operating 
ss:=L, creating a ~o:•;ic mess i;1 the soil and gmundw<:!ter. Dioxin. p&rchlorate, Pes~ . 
TCE-all sorts of horrible hazardous materials were just spili~;d on ~he ~round and 
relec:sed into the air. That contamination has 2lreaciy mi:Jra(ed 0ff3ite. A TC:= plume 
e:Gends off the property, and nearly every 'i:iine it ~·o;ins or the '!lind blow~. toxic material 
spreads to the communities nearby. Elevated cancer rC'!tes hc::ve been found by federal 
and state studiett associat~d with living nea; SSfL. 

/\fter years of resisiing its fundamental obligations to ciP.an up the toxic contamination it 
created, finally, in 1010, NASA sign&d a legally binding agreerr.ent to cleanup all the 
contamination that couid be located. 

Now NASA has issuea for !JUblic comment a Drdt Er.vironmental Impact Statement 
(DE:S) for the d~anup. But it appears tLat some at NASA are '!iorking ~o try to break 
the solemn commitment the agency mc-tde, br&ak out of tha cle~nup agreement, and 
walk away from most of the rnn~amination. 

We strongly urge NI~SA to live: up to its pmmisas. You polluted our community through 
irresponsible environmental practices; you fir.ally 2gre~d to cleanup &II ti1e 
contamination you ~rec,ted . Do not break yo1..1r 'Nvrd. 00 not leave cont~mination in our 
community, po3ing a threat to us for decc:.d£;s t,o come. 

If test stands have to corr.e down tc cleanup contamination 0elieath them, then they 
have to come down. l'i' trucks hc:v<:. to take contr.Jmir.ated soil out of our community, then 
that must be done. NI\SA's own analysis show: it woultj take on!y e fev-J trucks an hour, 
far fewer than have been going in and out of SS~L for d&cades whi!e it was oparating. 
By having ~orne trud~s take one route a~cJ others vther routas, it would be only a couple 
trucks ~n hour on any mt:!in road. Consider usi:1g elcc~ric or na~ur:;i gas trudcs to ~void 
die~el -amissions and hav'3 lov/er gr~enhouse ga~ em!saiens. 



aut the fundamentel point ic !o live up to your commitments, to the full cleenup 
agreement. Clean up all the contsmination you creatGd. Behave honorably. 
Rigorously adhere to th-a claanup agreement you signed. 

Sincmel~'. 


