
From: Christine Rowe
To: MSFC-SSFL-EIS
Cc: Elliott, Allen (MSFC-AS01); ZORBA, PETER D. (HQ-LP040); Fellows, Merrilee (HQ-LD000)
Subject: Fwd: Topanga Fire 2005 Mudflow maps
Date: Monday, September 09, 2013 5:26:55 AM
Attachments: 2005 Topanga Fire Debris Map topanga attach a.pdf

2005 topnga fire mudflow map 1 topanga attach c1.pdf
2005 topanga fire reporttopanga bar report.pdf

Dear Mr. Elliott,

This email bounced due to the sizes of the maps. I am going to try to send them in
two emails.

Respectfully,

Christine L. Rowe

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Christine Rowe <crwhnc@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Sep 9, 2013 at 3:08 AM
Subject: Fwd: Topanga Fire 2005 Mudflow maps
To: msfc-ssfl-eis@mail.nasa.gov
Cc: "James A. Elliott, (MSFC-AS10)" <allen.elliott@nasa.gov>,
"peter.d.zorba@nasa.gov" <peter.d.zorba@nasa.gov>, "Merrilee Fellows, (HQ-
NB000)" <mfellows@nasa.gov>

Dear Mr. Elliott,

Seems It Never Rains In Southern California Lyrics

Read more: Hammond Albert - Seems It Never Rains In Southern California Lyrics |
MetroLyrics 
"Seems it never rain in Southern California
Seems I've often heard that kind of talk before
It never rains in California
But girl, don't they warn ya
It pours man it pours."

On Table 2.5 - 1 reference is made to flooding at Santa Susana. While I do
recognize that NASA's property is pretty much a mountain top area shaped with a
bowl type of interior, if you remove the vegetation  and two feet of soil at a
minimum over 105 acres, if you remove all of the structures that are in place without
the Best Management Practices in place, we could have major flooding and
landslides if we were to have a major flood like a hundred year flood.

 In fact, I believe that the original treatment train that was being designed for Santa
Susana by the Boeing Expert Storm Water Panel was supposed to be able to
mitigate the impacts of a major flood. I believe that NASA chose to do the ISRA
removal action rather than put these more massive treatment systems into place.

Table 2.5 - 1 talks about the fact that FEMA has not created any flood insurance
maps for the area.



I believe that if the DOE and NASA have to remove a great deal of vegetation as the
result of their respective AOCs, parts of Santa Susana will be tremendously denuded.
This would be similar in nature to the impacts of a brush fire.

Since a major brush fire did blow through about 70 % of the Santa Susana site, I
have attached 2005 maps showing the direction of impacts of the various drainages
- some of which could potentially impact my community of West Hills.

We also must consider that our local weather patterns nationwide are not the same
as they were in the recent past. We have had prolonged periods of drought locally.
Other areas of the United States have had tremendous flooding. 

I don't believe that even NASA can predict future floods - when they will occur.
Maybe NOAA can in the short term.

Please consider the potential impact of removing all of that soil and vegetation on
the local communities. This should be a risk based cleanup - what are the potential
dangers to my community if you remove this soil and vegetation to the AOC level?

Respectfully submitted,

Christine L. Rowe
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ATTACHMENT A 
BURNED AREA MAP 

WITH DEBRIS PRODUCTION  
QUANTITIES
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ATTACHMENT C-4 
 

Topanga Fire 
Summary of Potential Sediment Impact to  
Major Public Works Maintained Facilities 

Below the Burn and Recommended Temporary Mitigation Measures 
 
 
Fire Name:  Topanga Fire 
Date of Fire: September 28 through October 13, 2005 
Burned Area:  Approximately 23,000 acres  
Location: Along the Ventura / LA County Boundary line from Chatsworth area 

(TG 500-A1) on the north to Oak Park/ Agoura Hills Area to the South 
(TG 558-E2).  West of the Valley Circle Blvd. (529-B5) and East of 
Kanan Rd (TG 558-E2). The fire was generally contained between the 
Ronald Reagan (118) Freeway and the Ventura ( 101) Freeway.    

 
Canyons Affected by the Burn  
 
Bell Canyon   Las Virgenes Canyon 
Box Canyon   Santa Susana Pass Canyon 
Cheseboro Canyon  Palo Comado Canyon 
Dayton Canyon  Woolsey Canyon 
 
Flood Control Facilities Damaged 
 
None 
 
Fire History 
 
The Wright/Clampitt Fire, which started on September 25, 1970, is the most recent 
significant fire in the same area. The extent of the Wright/Clampitt Fire was from Malibu 
north to Newhall and burned 70,675 acres.  The Topanga Fire burned area lies entirely 
within that for the Wright/Clampitt Fire. 
 
Potential Sediment Impact Below/Within the Burned Area 
 
The Topanga Fire burned area is subdivided into a total of 30 subarea watersheds (see 
Attachment C-3).  Potential sediment impact mitigation measures are discussed for the 
Las Virgenes Creek Inlet, the Long Valley Drain Inlets, the Bell Creek North Fork 
(Southern) Inlet, the Dayton Creek Inlet at Roscoe Boulevard, and the Santa Susana 
Creek Inlet. All other locations below the burned area called out on Attachment C-3 will 
need to be reassessed during and after any significant rainfall events. 
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Las Virgenes Canyon -Subarea 6   
 
Las Virgenes Canyon-Subarea 6 has an area of 7.46 square miles, of which 99 percent 
is located in unincorporated Ventura County and property owned by the Santa Monica 
Mountains Conservancy (SMMC). The entire watershed flows down into the remaining 
1percent of the watershed area located within the City of Calabasas. The subarea was 
100 percent burned creating an estimated adjusted debris production potential of 
148,500 cubic yards.  Debris will flow down the canyon to the Las Virgines Creek Inlet 
(PD1684) which is maintained by the Department of Public Works. 
 

 
 

 
From the base of the fence, the plywood should rise a minimum of 3 feet.  The SMMC 
will be adviced to attach plywood along its fence, from the gate to Public Works’ fencing, 
to aid in directing flows to the inlet facility. The SMMC will also be advised to cut down 
any dead trees immediately upstream of the inlet to prevent their dislodgement and 
blocking of the inlet facility during storms. 
 
Long Valley Drain -Subarea 18   
 
Long Valley Drain-Subarea 18 has an area of 0.40 square miles of which 95 percent is 
located in unincorporated Ventura County on property owned by the SMMC. The 
watershed flows down into the remaining 5 percent of the watershed area located within 
the City of Hidden Hills. The subarea was approximately 87 percent burned creating an 
estimated adjusted debris production potential of 11,200 cubic yards.  Debris will flow 
down the canyon to a pair of storm drain inlets which initiate Long Valley Storm Drain. 
The inlets and drain are maintained by Public Works. 

Design Division estimates the design
capacity of the Las Virgenes Creek Inlet is
9,860 cfs. The burned and bulked flow
calculated for the area in June 2002
(using Public Works’ new Zone Method of
hydrology) is 8,348 cfs. This indicates that
the facility is adequate to handle Capital
Storm bulked flows.  To direct mud and
debris flows to the Las Virgenes Creek
Inlet and provide additional freeboard, it is
recommended that plywood be attached
to the existing right-of-way fence
bordering the apartment complex and the
inlet facility as shown in Figure 1.   

Figure 1 
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Bell Creek North Fork ( Southern) Inlet -Subarea 16   
 
 Bell Creek North Fork ( Southern) Inlet-Subarea 16 has an area of 0.80 square miles of 
which approximately 67 percent is located in unincorporated Ventura County territory. 
The watershed flows down into the remaining 33 percent of the watershed area located 
within the City of Los Angeles (El Escorpion Park). The subarea is approximately 84 
percent burned creating an estimated adjusted debris production potential of 19,300 
cubic yards.  Debris will flow down the canyon to a storm drain inlet (PD1653) which 
eventually drains into Bell Canyon Debris Retention facility. The Department of Public 
Works and the City of Los Angeles maintain PD1653 jointly, with the City maintaining 
the inlet portion of the drain.  

 
 

Design Division estimates that the total
design capacity for the pair of inlets is
620 cfs. The burned and bulked flow
calculated for the area in 1988 (using
Public Works’ old Depth Method of
hydrology) is 930 cfs. This indicates that
the facility could be potentially
overwhelmed by capital storm bulked
flows.  As shown in Figure 2, the inlets
have become overgrown with
vegetation and should be cleared.
Drawing No. 547-D4.4. indicates that
LACFCD right of way exists around the
inlets. 

Figure 2 

The facility’s “As Built” plans indicate
the design capacity to the  inlet is 1,870
cfs. The burned and bulked flow
calculated for the area in 1970 (using
Public Works’ old Depth Method
hydrology) is 1,870 cfs. This indicates
that the facility is adequate for Capital
Storm bulked flows.  As shown in Figure
3, the inlet has become overgrown with
vegetation and should be cleared. As
indicated within Drawing No. 134-
F133.6, the City of Los Angeles should
be advised to clean the inlet.  Figure 3 
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Dayton Creek Inlet -Subarea 8   
 
Dayton Creek Inlet -Subarea 8 has an area of 1.99 square miles of which approximately 
50 percent is located in unincorporated Ventura County territory. The watershed flows 
down into the remaining 50 percent of the watershed area located within the City of Los 
Angeles. The subarea is approximately 95 percent burned creating an estimated 
adjusted debris production potential of 43,800 cubic yards.  Debris will flow down the 
canyon to the Public Works-maintained Dayton Creak Storm Drain Inlet located near the 
intersection of Roscoe and Valley Circle Boulevards. The County Assessors map for 
Parcel Number 2017-026-009 indicates that an LACFCD easement exists 54 feet 
upstream of the inlet.  
 
 

 
 
 
Santa Susana Creek  Inlet -Subarea 15   
 
 Santa Susana Creek  Inlet -Subarea 15  has an area of 1.61 square miles of which 
approximately 5 percent is located in unincorporated Ventura County territory. The 
watershed flows down into the remaining 95 percent of the watershed area located 
within the City of Los Angeles. The subarea is approximately 40 percent burned 
creating an estimated adjusted debris production potential of 40,300 cubic yards.  
Debris will flow down the canyon to the Santa Susana Creek Channel Inlet which is 
maintained by the Department of Public Works. 

Design Division estimates the inlet
design capacity is 2,920 cfs. The
burned and bulked flow calculated for
the location in 1970 (using Public
Works’ old Depth Method hydrology) is
3,880 cfs, which is greater than the
inlet’s design capacity. As shown in
Figure 3, the inlet has become
overgrown with vegetation and should
be cleared. Flows in excess of the
inlet’s capacity will likely deposit on
Valley Circle and Roscoe Boulevards,
which are maintained by the City of Los
Angeles. The City will be advised of this
potential impact to its streets. Figure 4 
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C:Topanga fire attachment  C4-2.doc 

The facility’s “As-Built” plans indicate
that the design flow to the  inlet is 3,460
cfs. The burned and bulked flow
calculated for the area in 1970 (using
Public Works’ old Depth Method
hydrology) is 4,800 cfs, which is greater
than the inlet’s design capacity.  As
shown in Figure 5, a railroad culvert
restricts debris flows  upstream of the
facility inlet. Thus Capital Storm bulked
flows are expected to be regulated
below the calculated burned and bulked
flows and large debris kept west of the
railroad culvert.   

Figure 5 

Similar to the recommendation given for
the same location after the 1970
Wright/Clampitt Fire, the Santa Susana
Creek Channel Inlet (Figure 6) should
be kept clear of burned area debris. It is
recommended that the area be subject
to storm patrols to insure that the
channel does not become obstructed.  

Figure 6 



Subarea Name Address Mudflow Engineering Advice Date Engineer / Division
19 Rosenberg, Kate 2835 Shady Grove Place                  

Calabasas, CA 91307
Provided Engineering Advice 10/18/05 Saunders/Stevens WRD

9 Resident 24303 Woosley Canyon Rd.,  #92   
West Hills, CA 91304

Left Engineering Advice 10/13/05 Saunders/Stevens WRD

9 Smith, Trish 24303 Woosley Canyon Rd., #93    
West Hills, CA 91304

Provided Engineering Advice 10/13/05 Saunders/Stevens WRD

9 Mr.& Mrs. Kramer 24303 Woosley Canyon Rd., #95  
West Hills, CA 91304

Provided Engineering Advice 10/13/05 Saunders/Stevens WRD

9 Stine, Bill 24303 Woosley Canyon Rd., #98   
West Hills, CA 91304

Provided Engineering Advice 10/13/05 Saunders/Stevens WRD

9 Resident 24426 Woosley Canyon Rd.,  #128 
Canoga Park, CA 91304

Left Engineering Advice 10/13/05 Saunders/Stevens WRD

9 Mr. & Mrs. Terrusa 24425 Woosley Canyon Rd.,  #133 
Canoga Park, CA 91304

Provided Engineering Advice 10/13/05 Saunders/Stevens WRD

9 Mr. & Mrs. Parks 24427 Woosley Canyon Rd.,  #174 
Canoga Park, CA 91304

Provided Engineering Advice 10/13/05 Saunders/Stevens WRD

11 Stevens, Jesse 23449 Lake Manor Drive             
Chatsworth, CA 91311

Provided Engineering Advice 10/13/05 Saunders/Stevens WRD

17 Resident 6652 Randiwood Lane               
West Hills, CA 91307

Left Engineering Advice 10/13/05 Saunders/Stevens WRD

17 Resident 6644 Randiwood Lane               
West Hills, CA 91307

Left Engineering Advice 10/13/05 Saunders/Stevens WRD

24 Resident 5607 Las Virgenes Road               
Calabasas, CA 91302

Declined Engineering Advice 10/18/05 Saunders/Stevens WRD

September 28 to October 13, 2005
TOPANGA FIRE

Sheet 1 of 1 
List of Homeowners Contacted or Received Mudflow Engineering Advice
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